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Good morning friends.  We had a great time of worship and teaching and sharing in communion last Sunday with Becky Ankeny, the superintendent of the denomination of churches we belong to … called NWYM of Friends Church … the family of 65 churches we’re partnered with in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.  This morning we’re heading back into our study of The Old Testament book of EXODUS … EXODUS 6.

So far in the book of EXODUS God has told Moses that he’d lead the Jews out of the slavery they’ve been under in Egypt for over 100 years and into The Promised Land … which is the area that officially, since 1948 has been called The Nation Of Israel.  Moses and his brother and sister Aaron and Miriam are from the Jewish tribe of Levi … the one tribe out of twelve the Jewish religious leaders and priests came from.

Moses has shown up in Egypt and he’s reconnected with his brother Aaron and soon he’ll also connect with his sister Miriam – both of whom he’s been separated from for over 40 years.  And as we saw in EXODUS 5 two weeks ago, Moses has asked the leader of Egypt, who is interchangeably called the “King of Egypt” and “Pharaoh” … Moses has asked Pharaoh to let the Jews go free, and Pharaoh has said “no way, no how, not now, and not in the future, it isn’t ever going to happen.”

And as we get into EXODUS 6 we’re going to be confronted with the realities of the age-old theological question about whether God MAKES THINGS HAPPEN, or whether God ALLOWS THINGS TO HAPPEN, OR if it’s some kind of a COSMIC/MYSTERIOUS MIXTURE OF GOD BOTH MAKING AND ALLOWING THINGS HAPPEN?  And so throughout our study this morning we’ll look into questions of the sovereignty of God and the freewill of humanity in frank and simple terms … and we’ll see that no matter what is going on in our lives, God is continually calling us into lives of surrendered partnership with Himself.

EXODUS 6:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them out of his land.”

At the end of EXODUS 5, Moses was wondering why Pharaoh wasn’t going along with the plans of God’s that he’d brought to the table.  And now in EXODUS 6, God comforts Moses – promising him that even though it looked like Pharaoh was trumping God’s plan, that in the end, Pharaoh would not only let the Jews go, but he’d beg them to go and even walk them out to the city limits carrying 100+ years of back wages that they hadn’t been paid while forced to be Egyptian slaves.

The Hebrew verb translated he will let them out is the same verb, shallakh that’s used repeatedly in the command God speaks to Pharaoh over and over again beginning in EXODUS 8:1 … “Let My people go.”

ILLUSTRATION … Did you ever have a situation when you were a kid – maybe at school, or while on a sports team, or at camp, or out on the playground, where you were bullied?  If you did, then hopefully you had someone in your life … your dad or your mom, or an older sibling, or someone you were able to confide in about what was going on.

And if you did, the best thing that person could have done would have been to say something like, “Show me who those kids are and where they’re at right now!”  Because if you’ve ever had anybody advocate for you like this, I guarantee that you started looking at that person in a brand new light.

And this is the picture I’m seeing of this conversation God and Moses are having at the beginning of EXODUS 6 … as God says … Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh … God is making it clear that even when it looks like He isn’t still in charge, that He is.  Which brings us to our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ make the choice to stay impressed with God and His plans rather than with whatever or whomever it looks like is in charge in any given snapshot moment of time.

Are you familiar with the word covenant?  A covenant is an agreement that brings about a relationship of mutual commitment between two or more separate parties.  And gang, our God is the God of covenant.  Our God is the God who enters into a covenant with us and then makes promises to us and keeps them. Yes, sometimes God’s answers to His promises, and God’s keeping of His covenant relationship with us has a different rhythm or timing than we THOUGHT it would, or HOPED it would, or even PRAYED it would.  But our God has never broken a promise, and our God has never backed out of a covenantal relationship with anyone.  I love what author Frederick Buechner writes about covenant in his 1973 book Wishful Thinking …

“What is new about the New Covenant [we are in with God through Jesus Christ], therefore, is not the idea that God loves the world enough to bleed for it but the claim that God is actually putting His money where His mouth is.  Like a parent saying about their sick child, ‘I’d do anything to make you well,’ God finally calls His own bluff and does it.”

And this is the kind of covenant-making, promise-keeping, never-turn-His-back-on-us-God we serve … the God Who promised to bring His people, the Jews out of slavery in Egypt, and who did … and who comes alongside us … bringing us into places of HEALING, BLESSING, RELATIONSHIP, WHOLENESS, PEACE, CONTENTMENT, RESTORATION, and TRANSFORMATION, we never thought possible.

Covenant is about both parties in the agreement keeping their promises and pursuing the good of the other party above their own.  Covenant is about SELF being moved to the side, not so that self-care is ignored, but so that that God might be surrendered to, cherished, and loved in ways that can never happen as long as SELF remains on the throne of our lives.  And in EXODUS 6:2-5 we see this covenant-making God of ours confirming the promises He’s made to Moses and to the people of Israel.

EXODUS 6:2-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 God spoke further to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD;
3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to them.
4 I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned.
5 Furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.
 
God reminds Moses that His name is Yahweh (LORD God Almighty … a God-name used over 160 times in GENESIS alone).  Abraham and his son Isaac, whose name was later changed to Jacob, were the ones to whom God first made this covenant … and here God reminds Moses that as Yahweh, He’s the God Who has both MADE and will now KEEP a series of covenants with His people.

Moses’ ancestors experienced the power of God, but now they’d move into a deeper level of relationship with God.  Oh friends, do you see the parallels here of what God longs for in the covenants and promises He’s made with you and with me?  Yes God wants us to know Him as Yahweh, as our Lord God Almighty … that’s knowing the power of God.

But God also longs for you and me to know Him and experience Him as a personal, covenant-making, promise-keeping God … the God we can trust implicitly because we can know that His love for us is everlasting, and like Frederick Buechner wrote, God’s love “put His money where His mouth was.”  That’s the God who comes near to us in relationship.  Do you know both sides of our precious God? Do you want to?  If you do, then I’m glad you’re here this morning.

ILLUSTRATION … I read a book in seminary by a man from Johns Hopkins University named Timothy Smith on the topic of 19th and 20th Century Christian Revivals.  Names like D.L. Moody, Ira Sankey, William and Catherine Booth, Charles Spurgeon, and Hudson Taylor were all part of what’s commonly referred to in American Christian 

Church History as “THE THIRD GREAT AWAKENING” which began in 1857 in Canada and spread for 46 years until 1903, over much of the world including American and Australia.

Near the end of this THE THIRD GREAT AWAKENING, thousands of people in Florida were coming into relationships with Jesus Christ.  And newspaper and magazine reporters covering this amazing revival often repeated an expression they heard these new followers of Jesus Christ using to describe themselves and their experience.

The reports didn’t often write that people were “born again” or that they were “saved” … which were two common phrases used to describe people turning to Jesus Christ.  And while that is what was happening with people, the phrase that appeared the most in media covering this tremendous period of Christian revival was that people, men and women, the old and the young, were being …

“Seized by the power of a great affection.”

Or to put it another way, when hearing about Jesus Christ, and when turning away from their own sinfulness, and when turning away from their own selfish desires to keep themselves on the throne of their lives, people were simply overwhelmed by THE GOODNESS OF GOD and by THE GRACE OF GOD … and were swept up into God’s loving embrace.  What a great phrase … “Seized by the power of a great affection.”

Oh God, let those words be descriptive of our experience with You – as we experience YOUR POWER AND YOUR DESIRE FOR RELATIONSHIP, and as we experience YOUR GOODNESS AND YOUR GRACE.  Let’s keep moving through EXODUS 6 and see Moses warming up to the memory of Who His God is and what He can and will do for Him as he surrenders to His will and His way.  And God confirms His covenant to the Jews to Moses by making SEVEN “I WILL” STATEMENTS about what He will do …

EXODUS 6:6-8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage.  I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.
7 Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
8 I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.’”
 
1. I WILL bring you out …
2. I WILL deliver you from your bondage …
3. I WILL redeem you …
4. I WILL take you as My people …
5. I WILL be your God …
6. I WILL bring you into the land I promised to your ancestors …
7. I WILL give the Promised Land to you as a possession …
 
Satan makes promises too … and threats and demands.  In fact, in ISAIAH 14:13-15 where Satan’s rejection of God in heaven is detailed, he makes his own series of FIVE “I WILL STATEMENTS” to God as well.  But the big different of course is that Satan is absolutely powerless to bring any of his “I WILLS” to pass, and God always has been, always is, and always will be able more than able to bring to pass every one of the promises He makes with us within the covenantal relationship we’re in with Him.

Within the story of what’s going on with Moses and God’s whole plan of deliverance, things seem to be getting harder not easier.  And things seem to be getting more muddied, not more clarified.  And the opposition looks like it’s growing, not diminishing.  And in the midst of all this change and uncertainty, Moses is confused and doesn’t know what to think.  And to answer Moses’ growing anxiety God says to him, “I’m God and I’ve got this situation in control even though in this moment it looks like I don’t.  And Moses, you can keep putting your trust in Me.”  And friends, in the details of this story, I believe we see much of our own stories.  

These SEVEN I WILL STATEMENTS God offers Moses are about God holding up His end of the covenant.  Notice that there isn’t a single thing in any of these SEVEN I WILL STATEMENTS that the Jews are supposed to do.  What a beautiful picture of God’s grace … a precious reminder that our relationship with God comes because of what God has done for us, and not because of anything we’ve done for God.

Yes, we have to surrender to God to come into what 2nd Street we often refer to as THE GREAT EXCHANGE.  But after the surrender that begins when we come to God and then has to continue many times during each day, it’s all up to God.  Do you see it?  And so the issue we’re confronted with here this morning is HOW ARE YOU GOING TO RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE?  Gang, God wants you and me to trust in Him more.

Let’s go on to EXODUS 6:9, and see how the Israelites responded to God’s invitation to walk with Him the way the Apostle Paul described in SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:7 … by faith and not by sight … and to trust Him more and not less, in spite of what their circumstances might have been saying to them about whether or not God was actually still in charge …

EXODUS 6:9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on account of their despondency and cruel bondage.

[bookmark: temp]The Hebrew word translated listen in v. 9 is the word shama‘ – and it means to hear, listen to, heed, or obey.  And even after hearing from Moses the things God had spoken to him, the Israelites chose to not listen, to not hear, to not listen to, to not heed, and to not obey God’s calling on their lives.

ILLUSTRATION … A pastor decided that a visual demonstration would add the emphasis she needed to her Sunday teaching.  So right up front she put four worms into four separate jars.  The first worm was put into a container of alcohol.  The second worm was put into a container filled with crushed up Vicodin tablets.  The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.  And the fourth worm was put into a container of good, clean soil.

At the conclusion of his teaching, the pastor reported the following results:  The first worm in alcohol - DEAD.  The second worm in Vicodin - DEAD.  Third worm in chocolate syrup – DEAD.  And the fourth worm in good clean soil - ALIVE.  Thinking that she’d made her point with clarity and mastery, the pastor asked her flock, “What did you learn from this demonstration?”

Phil was sitting at the back, raised his hand and said, “As long as you drink, abuse prescription drugs, and eat plenty of chocolate, you won’t have worms!”  And that pretty much ended the service …

shama‘ … to hear, listen to, heed, or to obey.

Now I don’t know what this pastor’s teaching covered on that particular Sunday morning, but whatever it was, Phil didn’t shema’ what she was saying … he didn’t think it through … he didn’t really listen, and he didn’t heed the wisdom that was right in front of him.  Maybe he had other hard stuff going on in his life.  I get that.  Or maybe he was in so much pain that listening, let alone surrendering to truth, was harder to do than just staying numbed out.

But gang, God has such different hopes for us.  God wants us to listen to His Word … God wants His Word to come alive to us, and to engage us, and to instruct us, and to lead us toward CLARITY, PASSION, POWER, and DELIVERANCE.  God wants us to experience Him as our powerful redeemer God, as the One who takes us by the hand, at the point of our surrender to Him, and moves us out of bondage and into freedom.  

Do you see it?  Look, I don’t know everything that everyone of you is struggling with this morning.  But God does.  And whether you choose to shema’ His instruction to you here this morning or ignore it, is entirely up to you.  So what are you going to do?
Like is so often true with us, the people Moses was talking to here in EXODUS 6 had a hard time listening to what Moses was saying because of the difficulty of their circumstances, and how they’d responded to their circumstances.  They’re responded with ANGUISH, with IMPATIENCE, and with FEAR.  But I love to see here that even though the people responded with a lack of faith, that God doesn’t stop working.  God doesn’t say, “If you’re not going to have perfect faith, then I’m not going to help you … I’m going back on My promises and reneging on My covenant with you.”

Through the years, when it comes to the teachings I study for and share here on Sundays, I’ve learned there are always reasons for why we’ve digging into the passages we’re studying each week.  If you’re following THE ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN in the bulletin each week, I know that you’ve discovered the same thing.  As over and over and over again those DAILY READINGS connect with the things you’re going through during that day … the victories and the hardships, the challenges and the joys, the questions and the answers … God loves connecting His truths with the realities, and the ups-and-downs of our lives.

And because of this, I totally believe there are some of you here this morning, who are in the very same place as the Israelites were as they tried listening to God’s instruction through Moses.  You want God to help you.  But there are things in your lives and in the lives of the people you love, that haven’t been going the way you THOUGHT they would, or that you HOPED they would, or that you’ve even PRAYED they would.  In fact, things are getting harder instead of easier.

And in the midst of this reality, I hope you’re choosing to shema’ / listen to God and to His Word this morning.  I hope and I pray you’re making the choice to heed and obey God’s instruction, God’s correction, God’s pruning, and God’s wisdom God is trying to share with you.  I hope and I pray you’re able to open your hearts to receive the truth that there’s a God in heaven, and THAT HE LOVES YOU … THAT HE KNOWS YOU … and THAT HE WANTS TO HELP YOU.

FIRST JOHN 3:16a; ROMANS 8:31b-32

16a By this we come to know (progressively to recognize, to perceive, to understand) the [essential] love:  that GOD laid down His [own] life for us … [THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE]

31b-32 … If God is for us, who is against us?  He didn’t spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all.  Won’t he also freely give us all things with Him? [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

LISTEN TO ME … Don’t make the mistake of confusing the hard times you’re going through right now, or the difficult chapters of your life that you’re in right now, or what seems like God’s inactivity in this moment – don’t make the mistake of interpreting any of that to mean that God isn’t real, or that God has stopped loving you, or that God’s purposes for your life have been missed or thwarted.  Which brings us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 2

When life gets difficult, it doesn’t mean God isn’t at work, or that the process of God’s transformation of your situation hasn’t started and won’t be completed.

Israel had gone through over 100 years of what v. 9 calls despondency and cruel bondage as slaves in Egypt.  This is why they doubted Moses and the truths God was speaking through him to them.  They’d forgotten that they were covenant people and were only seeing themselves as slaves.  Pharaoh had gotten bigger in their eyes than God.
And like the Israelites, as followers of Jesus Christ, we can find ourselves in the same place … finding it hard to believe that God is really for us and not against us.  And usually, at the root of this STINKIN’ THINKIN’ is that we’re allowing our hearts and minds to be more conformed by this world than transformed by God’s presence, by God’s Word, and by God’s rule in us.

In EZEKIEL 20:5-9 the prophet Ezekiel explains why the Jews had kicked God to the curb and why Pharaoh had become so powerful in their hearts and minds during this time of their lives.  The Israelites had believed in, and embraced, and started worshiping the gods of the Egyptians.  Gang, our God is jealous, in that He doesn’t want to share us with other gods.  When we’re worshiping other gods God knows that we’re not putting our trust fully into Him.

Mature, growing faith isn’t dependent on circumstances.  If God has promised to deliver you, God will deliver you (PSALM 18:2).  If God has promised to work all things together for good for you, then God will work all things together for good for you (ROMANS 8:28).  If God has promised to provide for all your needs, then God will provide for all your needs (PHILIPPIANS 4:19).  No matter how wildly the storm is raging around you … no matter how bad your state of mind … no matter how impossible the situation seems to be … God hasn’t broken His Word … God is still the God of promises, covenants, redemption, miracles, and transformation.

Moses seems reluctant to go back into the ring with Pharaoh, but God tells him in vv. 10-13 to not give up and to stick with His plan.

EXODUS 6:10-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

10 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
11 “Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the sons of Israel go out of his land.”
12 But Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, “Behold, the sons of Israel have not listened to me; how then will Pharaoh listen to me, for I am unskilled in speech?”
13 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a charge to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt.

Because Moses thought God’s way had failed, he didn’t see why he should keep trying to do it.  Moses was probably wondering how he’d ever be able to convince Pharaoh to let the Jews free, when he couldn’t even convince the Jews that he was the deliverer God had sent.  God wanted Moses and Aaron to understand that deliverance from slavery was His WILL for the Jews, and not just a SUGGESTIONS … but that His divine command WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER.

But God tells Moses and Aaron to keep their eyes off their circumstances and fixed on Him.  This reminds me of a prayer King Jehoshaphat prayed before the Jews when they were surrounded by enemies on every side in SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12 …

SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

12 “O our God, won’t You stop them?  We are powerless against this mighty army that is about to attack us.  We do not know what to do, but we are looking to You for help.”

Like you and I so often do, Moses wanted to give up after his first setback.  And because of this coping mechanism that Moses had learned to depend on, God knew there were still had a lot of changes God needed to do in Moses’ heart, and in Moses’ thinking before he’d would be ready to stand strong through all the discouragement that was waiting for him down the road as he’d lead the Jews through the wilderness for 40 years while waiting to enter into the Promised Land.

So during this chapter of struggle and “little faith”, God is building endurance in Moses … and God is crafting in Moses the ability to stick with God's plan and God’s will even when it doesn't seem like it’s working out.  God is helping Moses move past impatient, fickle faith, into a place of patient enduring faith.  And this reminds me of a passage that was in this past week’s ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN …

ROMANS 5:1-4 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

1-2 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.  Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.

3-4 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance.  And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.

In EXODUS 6:14-27 there’s a strange break in the middle of the story and I believe that it’s purpose is to remind us of Moses’ connection with these people he’s been sent to deliver.  We find a series of genealogies, beginning with Jacob’s first three sons, Reuben, Simeon, and Levi …

Of the 12 tribes of Israel, who were named after the 12 sons of Jacob, the tribe of Levi was the priestly tribe … and in the Levitical tribe there were three main families that were built on the three sons of Levi - Gershon, Kohath, and Merari … and each of these three families were given specific responsibilities, duties, and tasks related to serving God within the Jewish Tabernacle, and later, after in Solomon Temple.   Let’s look at vv. 14-19 … 

EXODUS 6:14-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 These are the heads of their fathers’ households.  The sons of Reuben, Israel’s firstborn:  Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi;
these are the families of Reuben.
15 The sons of Simeon:  Jemuel and Jamin and Ohad and Jachin and Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman; these are the families of Simeon.
16 These are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations:  Gershon and Kohath and Merari; and the length of Levi’s life was one hundred and thirty-seven years.
17 The sons of Gershon:  Libni and Shimei, according to their families.
18 The sons of Kohath:  Amram and Izhar and Hebron and Uzziel; and the length of Kohath’s life was one hundred and thirty-three years.
19 The sons of Merari:  Mahli and Mushi.  These are the families of the Levites according to their generations.

In vv. 20-27 this list of genealogies continues, this time citing how Moses and Aaron came from the Levitical line of Amram, of the sons of Kohath …

EXODUS 6:20-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 Amram married his father’s sister Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron and Moses; and the length of Amram’s life was one hundred and thirty-seven years.
21 The sons of Izhar:  Korah and Nepheg and Zichri.
22 The sons of Uzziel:  Mishael and Elzaphan and Sithri.
23 Aaron married Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab, the sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.
24 The sons of Korah:  Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph; these are the families of the Korahites.
25 Aaron’s son Eleazar married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas.  These are the heads of the fathers’ households of the Levites according to their families.
26 It was the same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring out the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt according to their hosts.”
27 They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing out the sons of Israel from Egypt; it was the same Moses and Aaron.

Listing Moses and Aaron’s ancestors as well as some of Aaron’s descendants shows us how the priestly line came down through Aaron’s family.  And also, since the sons of Korah, listed in v. 24 play a significant role in the Jews eventually going into the Promised Land, their listing is touchstone we can come back to later when we read about them in NUMBERS 16.  God’s Word is laid out with purpose and clarity.

Knowing where we come from gives us a sense of grounding in where we’re at in the here and now, and can help us understand the callings God has for us down the road, and around the corner, and in the future chapters of our lives.

Sometimes there are habits, attitudes, beliefs, or ways of thinking and doing in our past THAT GOD WANTS US TO HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH NOW.  And at other times are habits, attitudes, beliefs, or ways of thinking and doing in our past THAT GOD WANTS US TO NOT FORGET, AND TO RECLAIM AND PICK UP AND HANG ONTO NOW … and we won’t see these things, the good or the bad, if we don’t look back … not to LIVE in the past … but to LEARN from the past.

ILLUSTRATION …The past few years I’ve learned more than I’ve ever known about the pasts of my family and Teresa’s family … largely due to Teresa’s interest in genealogy and the studying of our family trees.  We’ve found out some good stuff and we’ve found out some not so good stuff.  But it’s all stuff that makes up who we are, so it’s important to know.  There’s been DEVOTION and ABANDONMENT.  There’s been FAITH and REJECTION OF FAITH.  There’s been KEPT PROMISES and BROKEN PROMISES.  There’s been HONESTY and LIES.  

I’ve heard about how my Dad accepted Jesus Christ when he was a little kid, while growing up in a Christian home – and how my mom came into a relationship with Jesus Christ while she was in High School after growing up in with her dad and a long series of step mothers.  I’ve heard how Teresa was the first Christian in her immediate family but how through the years both of her younger brothers and her parents came to faith in God as well.

I found out that Teresa’s paternal grandfather’s mother used to walk through streets, in the late 1800’s in the rural Eastern Washington town of Harrington, with a coffee can, going door-to-door, asking for financial donations for the pastor in town.  And through so many of these stories I’ve been fascinated to see how much of my life is connected to my past.

And my point here is that it’s a valuable thing to know where we’ve come from because it helps us know where we’re going.  The Bible itself often refers to these PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE realities of life God calls us to explore, so we’ll understand where we’ve come from.

FIRST PETER 1:18-19 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

18-19 You know that in the past you were living in a worthless way, a way passed down from the people who lived before you.  But you were saved from that useless life.  You were bought, not with something that ruins like gold or silver, but with the precious blood of Christ, who was like a pure and perfect lamb.

And this brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 3

When we remember what God has saved us from, God shapes our perception of and our heart for the people He brings across our paths, the people with whom He calls us to authentically and compassionately live out the Gospel.

In PHILIPPIANS 3:4-7 the Apostle Paul gives his listeners a brief reminder of his life story.  And then listen to the instruction he offers in vv. 12-14 …

PHILIPPIANS 3:12-14 (THE MESSAGE)

12-14 I'm not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made.  But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, Who has so wondrously reached out for me.  Friends, don't get me wrong:  By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward — to Jesus.  I'm off and running, and I'm not turning back.

Paul isn’t telling us to forget your history.  He’s calling us to not allow the past to be the thing that slows us down.  Like John Newton wrote in Amazing Grace …

“I once was lost, but now am found … was blind but now I see.”

So many times it’s the testimony of where God has brought us from, that reaches out to the people you and I are living out the Gospel to … the people we’re serving, loving, and ministering to.  Our pasts are not unimportant.  Our pasts are part are part of how God connects us to the people He wants to use us with.  Moses’ past was his connection to the people God was going to help through him.  Moses’ past connected him to where He was going in the present and in the future.  And likewise, your past and my past have a connection to where God is sending us in His name.

EXODUS 6:28-30 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 Now it came about on the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt,
29 that the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I am the LORD; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I speak to you.”
30 But Moses said before the LORD, “Behold, I am unskilled in speech; how then will Pharaoh listen to me?”

This is the fifth time Moses raises the question of his inadequacy, and God tells Moses to get into gear.  And like Moses, you and I can often have the tendency to argue with God … and to offer God our excuses.  But, again, notice that while God didn’t give up on Moses, He didn’t put up with Moses’ (or our) whining and complaining either.

As I’ve studied and waited with these last verses in EXODUS 6, I see how Moses’ description of himself in v. 30 is similar to Isaiah’s description of himself in ISAIAH 6 … and this has made me wonder if Moses isn’t offering excuses here, but that perhaps
he was just overwhelmed and humbled by God’s greatness, by his own sinful heart, and by God’s willingness to use him to accomplish His will.

In ISAIAH 6:1-8 Isaiah is before God like Moses is before God here, and God has asked him to be His representative, and Isaiah humbly blurts out “Mourn for me; I’m ruined!  I’m a man with unclean lips, and I live among a people with unclean lips.  Yet I’ve seen the king, the LORD of heavenly forces!”  I see Moses, like Isaiah, struggling on this day recorded for us in EXODUS 6:30 to see that he was worthy to be used by God in any significant way.

What excuse or excuses have you been giving God for not SERVING Him in the ways He’s been calling you to SERVE Him … for not WITNESSING in the ways God is calling you to WITNESSING for Him … for not PRAYING in the ways God is calling you to PRAY?  Gang, if you’re struggling with whether or not God can use you to do what He’s asking you to do, then this morning, INVITE GOD TO CLEANSE YOU.  AND THEN INVITE GOD TO SEND YOU.

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM AND OTHER 2ND STREETERS WILL SHARE WITH YOU ON HOW GOD IS CALLING US TO LIVE OUT OUR MISSION.  WHAT AN EXCITING SUNDAY IT WILL BE!

COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING, AND INVITE SOMEONE WHO IS NOT YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST, OR WHO DOESN’T HAVE A CHURCH HOME, TO COME TO CHURCH WITH YOU!
 
AND JOIN OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. FOR DEVOTIONS. 
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Good morning friends.  

We had a great time of worship and teac

hing and sharing in 

communion last Sunday with Becky Ankeny, the superintendent of 

the

 

denomination 

of churches we belong to … called NWYM of Friends Church … the family of 65 

churches we’re partnered with in Oregon, 

Washington, and Idaho.  T

his morning we

’re 

heading back into our study of 

The Old Testament

 

book of 

EXODUS

 

… 

EXODUS 6

.

 

 

So far in the book of 

EXODUS

 

God has told 

Moses that he

’

d lead the 

Jews

 

out of 

the 

slavery they’ve been under in 

Egypt 

for over 100 years and into 

T

he Promised Land

 

… 

which is

 

the area that officially, since 1948 

has been

 

called 

The Nation Of Israel

.  

Moses and his brother and sister Aaron and Miriam are 

from the 

Jewish 

tribe of Levi

 

… 

the one tribe out of twelve the 

Jewish religious leaders and priests 

came

 

from

.

 

 

Moses has sh

own up in Egypt and he’s reconnected with his brother Aaron and soon 

he’ll also connect with his s

ister Miriam 

–

 

both of whom he’

s been separated from for 

over 

40 years.  And as we saw in 

EXODUS 5

 

two weeks ago, Moses has asked the 

leader of Egypt, who is 

interchangeably called

 

the

 

“King of Egypt”

 

and 

“Pharaoh”

 

… 

Moses has asked 

Pharaoh

 

to let the Jews go free, and 

Pharaoh

 

has said 

“no way, no 

how, not now, and not in the future, it 

isn’t

 

ever going to

 

happen.”

 

 

And as we get 

into 

EXODUS 6

 

we’re going to be

 

confronted with the realities of the 

age

-

old theological question about whether

 

God 

MAKES

 

THINGS HAPPEN

, or

 

whether 

God

 

ALLOWS

 

THINGS TO HAPPEN

, 

OR

 

if it’s some kind of a

 

COSMIC/MYSTERIOUS 

MIXTURE OF 

GOD 

BOTH

 

MAKING AND ALLOWING

 

THINGS HAPPEN

?  

And so 

thr

oughout our study this morning we’ll look into questions of the

 

sovereignty of God 

and the freewill of 

humanity

 

in frank and simple terms … and we’ll see that no matter 

what is going on in our lives, God is continually 

calling us 

into lives of 

surrendered 

partnership with 

Himself

.

 

 

EXODUS 6:1

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

1

 

Then the

 

LORD

 

said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to 

Pharaoh; for

 

under compulsion he will let them go, and

 

under 

compulsion he will drive them out of his land.”

 

 

At the en

d of 

EXODUS 

5

, Moses 

was wondering why Pharaoh wasn’t going along with 

the plans of God’s that he’d 

brought to the table.  And now in 

EXODUS 

6

, 

God

 

comforts Moses 

–

 

promising 

him that 

even 

though it looked like Pharaoh was trumping 

God’s plan, that in the 

end, Pharaoh would not only let the Jews go, but he’d beg 

them to go and 

even 

walk them out to the city limits

 

carrying 100+ years of back 

wages that they hadn’t been paid while forced to be Egyptian slaves

.

 

 

